10th Sunday after Pentecost
August 9, 2020
Worship Leader: Rev. Lawrence Lee
PRELUDE
A TIME FOR REFLECTION
THE GATHERING
GREETING AND WORSHIP NOTES
OPENING SENTENCES
Let us hear what the Lord will speak.
God will speak peace to the faithful.
PROCLAMATION OF OUR MISSION STATEMENT
Before God and one another, let us proclaim the mission of our congregation.
Our mission is to glorify God by being a harbor welcoming all people and a lighthouse
guiding all toward the love and compassion of Jesus Christ.
HYMN OF PRAISE:
“To God Be the Glory”
To God be the glory; great things he has done!
So loved he the world that he gave us his Son,
who yielded his life an atonement for sin,
and opened the lifegate that all may go in.
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Refrain:
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord; let the earth hear his voice!
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord; let the people rejoice!
O come to the Father through Jesus the Son,
and give him the glory: great things he has done!
Great things he has taught us; great things he has done,
and great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son;
but purer and higher and greater will be
our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see.
Refrain
*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Grant us, O Lord, the grace always to do and think what accords with your purpose; that we, who
cannot exist without you, may be enabled to live according to your will; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.
Amen.
*GLORIA: “Glory to God”
# 581
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen.

CALL TO CONFESSION
We have been buried with Christ in baptism, in order that we might be raised to new life with
him through faith in the power of God.
Trusting in God's grace, let us confess our sin.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Eternal God, in whom we live and move and have our being, whose face is hidden from us by
our sins, and whose mercy we forget in the blindness of our hearts:
Cleanse us from all our offenses, and deliver us from proud thoughts and vain desires, that
with reverent and humble hearts we may draw near to you, confessing our faults, confiding
in your grace, and finding in you our refuge and strength; through Jesus Christ your Son.
Silent Confession
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
If we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. Therefore, consider
yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
Thanks be to God.
PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Testify to us, O God, by the voice of your Spirit. Put your law in our hearts, write your word in
our minds, and show your will in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
Preface
The word of God is with us, on our lips and in our hearts.
Hear the word of the Lord.
FIRST READING:
I Kings 19:9-14
At that place he came to a cave, and spent the night there. Then the word of the Lord came to
him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” He answered, “I have been very zealous for
the Lord, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your
altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to
take it away.” He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is about
to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking
rocks in pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind; and after the wind an
earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake; and after the earthquake a fire, but
the Lord was not in the fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. When Elijah heard it, he
wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there
came a voice to him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” He answered, “I have been
very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant,
thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are

seeking my life, to take it away.”
PSALTER:
Psalm 85:8-13
Let me hear what God the Lord will speak, for he will speak peace to his people, to his faithful,
to those who turn to him in their hearts.
Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him, that his glory may dwell in our land.
Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; righteousness and peace will kiss each other.
Faithfulness will spring up from the ground, and righteousness will look down from the
sky.
The Lord will give what is good, and our land will yield its increase.
Righteousness will go before him, and will make a path for his steps.
SECOND READING:
Romans 10:5-15
Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person who does
these things will live by them.” But the righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do not say in
your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) “or ‘Who will
descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). But what does it say? “The
word is near you, on your lips and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we
proclaim); because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For one believes with the heart and so is
justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved. The scripture says, “No one who
believes in him will be put to shame.”
For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous
to all who call on him. For, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” But
how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in one
of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim
him? And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are
the feet of those who bring good news!”
Here ends the reading.
Keep these words in your heart. The Lord is our God, the Lord alone. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL READING:
Matthew 14:22-33
Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side, while he
dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by
himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but by this time the boat, battered by
the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. And early in the morning he
came walking toward them on the sea. But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they
were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to
them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you,
command me to come to you on the water.” He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat,
started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. But when he noticed the strong wind, he
became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” Jesus immediately
reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you
doubt?” When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat worshiped him,
saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

“No Earthly Good”

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Apostles’ Creed
Let us confess the faith of our Baptism.
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I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;
he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand
of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. Amen.
HYMN:
“Seek Ye First”
Seek ye first the kingdom of God
and its righteousness,
and all these things shall be added unto you.
Allelu, alleluia.
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Ask, and it shall be given unto you;
seek, and you shall find;
knock, and the door shall be opened unto you.
Allelu, alleluia.
You shall not live by bread alone,
but by every word
that proceeds from the mouth of God.
Allelu, alleluia.
RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Gracious God, because we are not strong enough to pray as we should, you provide Christ Jesus
and the Holy Spirit to intercede for us in power. In this confidence we ask you to accept our
prayers,
God of mercy, hear our prayer.

Let us pray for the church.
Faithful God, you formed your Church from the despised of the earth and showed them mercy,
that they might proclaim your salvation to all. Strengthen those whom you choose today, that
they may faithfully endure all trials by which you conform your Church to the cross of Christ. In
our presbytery cycle of prayer we pray for Calvary Presbyterian Church of McGrath, MN and
Wahkon Presbyterian Church of Wahkon, MN – Rev. Bill Chadwick, Interim Pastor.
God of mercy, hear our prayer.
Let us pray for creation.
Creator of all, you entrusted the earth to the human race, yet we disrupt its peace with violence
and corrupt its purity with our greed. Prevent your people from ravaging creation, that coming
generations may inherit lands brimming with life.
God of mercy, hear our prayer.
Let us pray for the world.
Sovereign God, you hold both the history of nations and the humble life of villages in your care.
Preserve the people of every nation from tyrants, heal them of disease, lead them to peace, and
protect them in time of upheaval and disaster, that all may enter the kingdom that cannot be
shaken.
God of mercy, hear our prayer.
Let us pray for those who govern us.
God Most High, in Jesus of Nazareth you show us the authority that pleases you: for he rules not
by power or might, but serves in obedience to your will. We pray for all in authority over us: for
our president, Donald, for Congress; for our governor, Tony, and for our state legislature; for
Rick, tribal chair of Red Cliff, and for the tribal council; for Gordon, our mayor, and the city
council. Deliver them from vain ambitions that they may govern in wisdom and justice.
God of mercy, hear our prayer.
Let us pray for this community.
Merciful God, since Jesus longed to protect Jerusalem as a hen gathers her young under her
wings, we ask you to guard and strengthen all who live and work here. Deliver your people from
jealousy and contempt that they may show mercy to all their neighbors.
God of mercy, hear our prayer.
Let us pray for all who suffer any sorrow or trial.
Compassionate God, your Son gives rest to those weary with heavy burdens. Heal the sick in
body, mind, and spirit. Lift up the depressed. Befriend those who grieve. Comfort the anxious.
Stand with all victims of abuse and violence. Uphold those who live with addiction. We pray for
those in our prayer list: Connie, Ed, Tim, Mary Ellen, Matt, Del, Barb, Pat, Sarah, Pat, Taylor,
Miriam, Libby, Eva, Briggitte, Helen, Jacob, Nick. Fill us all with your Holy Spirit that we may
bear each other's burdens and so fulfill the law of Christ.
God of mercy, hear our prayer.
Let us give thanks for the lives of the departed who now have rest in God.
Eternal God, your love is stronger than death, and your passion more fierce than the grave. We
rejoice in the lives of those whom you have drawn into your eternal embrace. Keep us in joyful
communion with them until we join the saints of every people and nation, gathered before your
throne in ceaseless praise.
God of mercy, hear our prayer.

God of glory, you see how all creation groans in labor as it awaits redemption. As we work for
and await your new creation, we trust that you will answer our prayers with grace, and fulfill
your promise that all things work together for good for those who love you; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.
OFFERING & OFFERTORY
*DOXOLOGY:
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”
# 606
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below;
praise God above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Almighty and merciful God, from whom comes all that is good, we praise you for your mercies,
for your goodness that has created us, your grace that has sustained us, your discipline that has
corrected us, your patience that has borne with us, and your love that has redeemed us.
Help us to love you, and to be thankful for all your gifts by serving you and delighting to do
your will, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
*THE

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
THE SENDING
CLOSING HYMN:
“I Love to Tell the Story”
I love to tell the story of unseen things above,
of Jesus and his glory, of Jesus and his love.
I love to tell the story, because I know 'tis true;
it satisfies my longings as nothing else could do.
Refrain:
I love to tell the story; 'twill be my theme in glory
to tell the old, old story of Jesus and his love.
I love to tell the story; 'tis pleasant to repeat
what seems, each time I tell it, more wonderfully sweet!
I love to tell the story, for some have never heard
the message of salvation from God's own holy Word.
Refrain
I love to tell the story, for those who know it best
seem hungering and thirsting to hear it, like the rest.
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And when, in scenes of glory, I sing the new, new song,
'twill be the old, old story that I have loved so long.
Refrain
*BLESSING AND CHARGE
POSTLUDE

